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EDITORIAL
Dear liberal friends,

The year is soon coming to a close, and what a year it has been. From difficult and sad moments to 
celebrations and successes, our liberal family has experienced it all in 2021. But together we have persevered, 
innovated and kept moving forward, stronger than ever.

One of the key projects for us this year has been the Conference on the Future of Europe, which places 
citizens at the core of discussions. That is what politics is essentially about and that is why we here at 
ALDE Party have been committed to doing our part. Together with partners and member parties we 
have organised town halls – named after our late president Hans van Baalen – across the continent with 
a focus on topics that matter the most to Europe’s future. You can learn more about our liberal vision 
and how you can get involved in the pages of this Liberal Bulletin.

Throughout the year, we have also highlighted several important topics that touch the lives of many Europeans, 
from supporting the rights of LGBTIQ+ community in Hungary to fighting against vaccine disinformation, and 
more. The recent events at the Poland-Belarus border are a further reminder as to why the work we do every 
day matters and why the fight for a better and more just Europe continues to be the guiding principle of our 
member parties and liberal leaders at all levels of politics.  

What makes me particularly happy is that we have slowly been able to move away from the virtual 
world and back to ‘business as usual’. I hope this trend continues in 2022. Nothing is more valuable to us 
and our members than to be able to connect in person with each other, whether colleagues, voters, volunteers 
or those who don’t share our beliefs and points of view. We all know that dialogue works best in person, 
where any misunderstandings more easily can be resolved in a constructive manner. That is why I am 
delighted to end our year with the ALDE Party Council meeting in Rome and meet many of you face to 
face – it has been too long!

I wish you all a joyful festive season and a great beginning for the new year.

Jacob Moroza-Rasmussen
ALDE Party Secretary General
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RECOVER AND RENEW – 
EUROPE’S LIBERALS 
ARE READY
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With normalcy returning and Europe becoming ready to recover and renew, the liberal family 
continues to play an active part at all levels of government. We spoke with ALDE Party acting 
co-Presidents Senator Timmy Dooley and Ilhan Kyuchyuk MEP to hear how they have experienced 
this challenging time in Europe’s history and what their expectations are for the months 
ahead.
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an impetus to build strong ties 
between the liberal parties across 
Europe. This, in my view, will 
help us to be active players in the 
European Council, Commission and 
Parliament.

IK: Echoing Timmy’s words, the 
EU-Western Balkans Summit was 
a success. Despite some bilateral 
challenges, we were able to come up 
with a strategy towards integrating 
the Western Balkan countries, 
which is something I am very proud 
of. These countries belong to the 
European Union geographically 
and historically, but they also 
need to be connected politically. 
Economic investments can play a 
key role in this, connecting not only 
the region but also people.

And what do you think are the 
most urgent issues for Europe 
to tackle in 2022?

TD: The aftermath of the COVID-19 
crisis, notably rebuilding our 
economies, is the single biggest 
challenge. While we want our 
economies to grow, there is a risk 
of significant inflation. So, we need 
to find ways to manage those two 
competing interests in the months 
and years to come.

IK: We have a myriad of important 
issues to deal with: migration, being 
better prepared for future crises and 
so on. And we shouldn’t forget the 
Conference on the Future of Europe. 
This initiative is key in shaping 
the European perspective in the 
Western Balkans, for example, but 
should also send the right message 
when it comes to reforming the EU. 
EU citizens are right when they say 
they like the EU but they don’t like 
how the institutions work. 

How would you describe these 
past months as ALDE Party 
co-President?

TD: The role has come about from 
a position of great sadness, as it 
followed the passing of Hans van 
Baalen – someone we all admired and 
whose guidance and stewardship 
we valued. It has been a challenging 
time for Ilhan and I also because of 
the restrictions on travel, which have 
made it difficult to meet with all the 
member parties and political leaders 
we would have hoped to meet 
with. But, now that the situation is 
improving across Europe, we are 
looking forward to being able to 
do this and attend more in-person 
events.

IK: It has indeed been an intense 
time, with key meetings and 
discussions taking place with prime 
ministers, regional leaders and 
member parties. I am confident that 
if we keep going forward on our 
common path, we will achieve great 
results together as a liberal family. 

Despite the continued 
challenges globally, which 
liberal achievements or 
successes have made you the 
proudest in 2021?
 
TD: Bringing several liberal leaders 
together ahead of the EU-Western 
Balkans Summit in October was a big 
achievement for ALDE Party. Based 
on my discussions with the leaders, 
they really value coordination, 
coming together to try and build a 
consensus around important topics 
and communicating about them 
afterwards in a united way. Having 
so many of our Prime Ministers and 
even some of our Commissioners 
joining really gives

Sp
ec

ia
l i

nt
er

vi
ew

It is time to change some things, 
and the Conference is a great tool 
to achieve this. Yet, it should not be 
used only for consulting citizens but 
also take their voices and opinions 
to the level where decisions are 
made.

The liberal family will come 
together for ALDE Party Council 
meeting in Rome. What are 
your hopes and expectations 
for this meeting?

TD: I am really looking forward to 
the Council Meeting as it will be the 
first opportunity to meet in person 
again. We have missed that. Us 
liberals, we like to engage with each 
other, we like to talk, to discuss, to 
socialise, to raise a glass together… 
All this has obviously been missing 
from online interactions. The 
Council will also be an important 
moment to start planning for the 
next ALDE Party Congress that will 
take place in Dublin in June 2022.

IK: I hope that as many delegates 
as possible can come together and 
that we will have opportunities to 
discuss the future of the EU as well 
as that of ALDE Party. Now is the 
best time to shape the European 
project, and it is in our liberal hands. 
We have the necessary vision, 
creativity and ambition to change 
this shared project for the better.

“The aftermath of 
the COVID-19 crisis, 

notably rebuilding our 
economies, is the single 

biggest challenge
”

“Now is the best time 
to shape the European 

project, and it is in 
our liberal hands

”

@timmydooley
@ilhankyuchyuk

“We have the necessary 
vision, creativity and 
ambition to change 
this shared project 

for the better
”



Europe’s future is 
already here – now 
is the time to act!
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Since the launch of the Conference on the Future of Europe earlier this year, Europe’s liberals have 
played an active role in ensuring that the project is a genuinely democratic process that offers citizens 
the chance to make their voices heard. 

In spring 2021, ALDE Party established six high-level priorities that provide concrete solutions 
to some of the biggest challenges that Europe and the global community are facing, from climate 
change to economic recovery and innovation. 

The liberal action plan also includes a series of town hall meetings held across Europe together with 
our member parties and partners, as well as a dedicated final conference where all inputs are brought 
together. You can find the full list of priorities and upcoming events on our website at aldeparty.eu/cofoe

Moreover, different liberal actors and partners have been active on this topic throughout the year, 
including through: 

For more information, visit our digital hub at aldeparty.eu/cofoe and follow @aldeparty 
on social media to receive the latest updates!

EVENTS: our member parties 
across Europe have been hosting 
their own events related to 
Europe’s  future and discussing 
priorities for the coming years

MEETINGS: MPs from our 
member parties have played 
a key role in the European 
Parliament plenaries dedicated 
to the Conference on the 
Future of Europe

CAUCUSES: MEPs from the 
Renew Europe Group have 
brought an EU-wide liberal 
voice to the conversation 
through a range of platforms, 
such as political caucuses

REGIONAL DISCUSSIONS: 
Liberal Mayors from the Renew 
Europe Group in the European 
Committee of the Regions have 
been bringing a regional 
perspective into the discussions

PUBLICATIONS: The European 
Liberal Forum has launched 
‘Liberal White Book 2030’, a 
visionary publication that lays 
down the road to a free, fair 
and strong Europe

YOUTH PERSPECTIVE: 
The European Liberal Youth 
LYMEC has highlighted the role 
Europe’s youth should play in 
the discussions and in creating 
a future that takes the younger 
generation into account



There is a huge need for citizens 
to understand better what Europe 
is allowed to do or what it can do; 
for that, first better education on 
Europe for citizens is needed and 
secondly better communication 
from the Union to the citizens.

B.B., Belgium

”

”

Political thinking must 
be long-term. Sustainable resource 

use and net-zero emissions 
must be included in every aspect 
of new policies and governance.

S.T., Denmark

”

”

Strengthening the individual 
personality through 

improved education and 
intelligent social balance. 

J.N., Germany

”

”

HAVE YOUR SAY
What is your idea for Europe’s future? In addition to setting high-level liberal priorities and hosting town 
hall meetings, we have given citizens the opportunity to submit their own ideas for a European future that 
is better, fairer and greener.

Citizens have been able to submit their ideas through our dedicated digital hub as well as during our 
Hans van Baalen town hall meetings. The numerous ideas submitted so far have covered themes such as 
increasing the knowledge of Europeans on what Europe can do for them and giving EU citizens the right 
to vote in national elections. Some of these ideas will also be debated further with key liberal policymakers 
at the upcoming high-level ALDE Party Conference which will bring together the insights from our journey 
across Europe.

Interested to know what others have proposed? Some of the submitted ideas are included below.

/aldeparty
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You can still make your voice heard - visit aldeparty.eu/cofoe and submit your own idea!

LIBERAL LEADERS SHARE THEIR UNIQUE PERSPECTIVES 
Launched last year, the exclusive interview series Liberal Stories produced by ALDE Party gives liberal leaders 
across Europe the opportunity to share their vision on some of Europe’s current and future challenges. 
With a focus on Europe’s future, the new episodes in the series highlight national and regional perspectives 
to issues that matter the most.

To stay updated on the latest episodes in the series, make sure you subscribe to our YouTube channel

Sabina Ćudić 
Vice President of Naša stranka, 
Member of Federal Parliament, 

Bosnia and Herzegovina 

Why are the Western Balkans important for Europe’s future?

What we bring to the table is incredibly rich experience of dealing 
with these challenges and also answering large questions 

relating to what does it mean to be European today? 
Where are the borders of Europe?

“

“
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HANS VAN BAALEN TOWN HALLS TAKE US ACROSS EUROPE 
Since this autumn, we have been bringing together citizens and liberal politicians across Europe at 
our Hans van Baalen town hall meetings. The main goal? To put citizens at the core of discussions 
about Europe’s future. From Sarajevo to Madrid and beyond, we have covered key themes, such 
as combatting populism, the role of liberalism for Europe’s future, the opportunities created by EU 
recovery funds, the Western Balkans perspective, and more.

The events have been held together with our member parties and partners. Moreover, some of our 
member parties have hosted their own events focused on the future of Europe under this same 
framework.

2ND HANS VAN BAALEN TOWN HALL 
Madrid, Spain - 3 October
Organised together with Ciudadanos

5TH HANS VAN BAALEN TOWN HALL
Utrecht, The Netherlands - 2022
Organised together with VVD
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3RD HANS VAN BAALEN TOWN HALL
Rome, Italy - 10 December
Organised together with Più Europa

4TH HANS VAN BAALEN TOWN HALL
Berlin, Germany - January 2022
Organised together with FDP

1ST HANS VAN BAALEN TOWN HALL
Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina - 3 September
Organised together with LIBSEEN
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STRONGER TOGETHER
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European Commission Vice-President Věra Jourová champions topics crucial for 
Europe’s future. From leading the Commission’s work on values and transparency 
to ensuring that democratic systems are open and transparent, she believes in a 
Europe that leads by example. In this exclusive interview, Jourová shares her vision 
on fighting for gender equality and against disinformation, and explains why a 
united Europe is a strong Europe.
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platforms, have given this 
phenomenon a new impetus 
and new strengths. During the 
pandemic, we have witnessed cases 
where disinformation has harmed 
or even killed people. We started 
working on the Code of Practice 
back in 2018, and it seems to me 
that many people now realise that 
we were right in starting this work.

What will not happen in Europe, at 
least not while I set the agenda, is 
establishing some official arbiters 
of truth, such as some social media 
boss or a prime minister. This is 
not what we want. Instead of just 
removing content we must bring 
in the facts: facts are objective, 
opinions belong to an individual. 
This is hard work and we need 
societies and citizens on board to 
check information and fight for 
facts. I think the platforms should 
display the lie and the evidence-
based truth side by side, so that the 
users can see both.

I speak about facts because as 
someone who works on topics 
related to disinformation, or rather 
anti-disinformation, I have a horrible 
dilemma. I often hear, especially 
at the European Parliament, 
opinions which I don’t like from 
representatives of the far right or 
far left. But, unless the political 
parties expressing these opinions 
are classified as extremists, as a true 
liberal who believes in the right to 
express one’s opinion, I have the 
duty to protect the right of these 
groups to do so, whether I agree 
with them or not. Like John Stuart 
Mill said in the 19th century, if we 
start silencing somebody’s voice, 
we are not liberals.

In addition to more fact checking, 
we need to also do more against 
foreign interference, which can 
constitute a security threat. We 
need to establish an effective

The Conference on the Future of 
Europe is a unique democratic 
exercise that gives Europeans 
an opportunity to express their 
hopes and concerns for the 
continent’s future. But how can we 
ensure that the voice of citizens is 
heard and that real changes are 
achieved?

Let me start by saying that I am 
a strong believer in this project. 
We really need to have as broad a 
discussion as possible about the 
vision for Europe. Currently, 70% of 
Europeans say that while the EU is 
a good place to live in, reforms are 
needed. With 800 citizens directly 
involved in the Conference, it has 
been very refreshing for me – after 
seven years of living here – to hear 
perspectives from outside of the 
Brussels Bubble.

It is good to keep in mind that 
the Conference is not about the 
process but about the result. We 
are committed to working with 
people’s contributions and doing 
our best to reflect most opinions. 
But this is far from an easy exercise 
and not everybody will be happy. 
However, we are truly making the 
effort to connect with citizens, 
like we did for example during the 
Strasbourg plenary in October, and 
we are also listening to what young 
people have to say.

Speaking of Europe’s future, 
the rapid rise in the spread of 
disinformation and fake news is 
challenging our societies, from 
vaccine disinformation to fake 
news around elections. You have 
played an instrumental role in 
strengthening the European 
Commission’s Code of Practice 
on this topic. In your view, what 
concrete steps can Member States, 
EU institutions and citizens take to 
fight back?

Disinformation is a very dynamic 
and complex phenomenon. There 
have always been rumours and 
there have always been people who 
have been misled by them. But, 
today’s amplifiers, like social media

system of sanctions and also 
demonetise disinformation. In 
other words, producing and 
spreading disinformation must 
not be a lucrative business. At the 
moment, it is very profitable, and 
that is why we work with different 
platforms, the advertising industry 
and the media to fight back. 

Disinformation is a complex 
phenomenon that requires complex 
solutions – there is no silver bullet. 
But we really do not want to do it 
the Chinese way. That is not Europe 
and it will never be Europe.

There is still a lot to do when it 
comes to gender equality as well. 
Quoting you, “gender should be 
everywhere” – how do you think 
we can incorporate this important 
perspective at local, national and 
European levels?

To me, gender equality is a matter 
of fairness and I think that is what 
I meant when I said that gender 
should be everywhere. Of course, 
it already is, but it comes with a 
big but. I believe this century will 
be the century of women, because 
we want to take more responsibility 
for the state of the world. And I 
am certain that the world will be a 
better place as a result.

60% of university graduates 
are female, and yet only 3% 
of CEOs, 18% of management 
board members and 30% of 
parliamentarians are women. You 
cannot help but think how we can 
afford this horrible loss of talent. 
It is not rational or economical, 
and first and foremost it is unfair. I 
believe we must decrease the pay 
gap because we need to implement 
measures that will protect women’s 
economic standing.

“Disinformation is a 
complex phenomenon 
that requires complex 
solutions – there is no 

silver bullet
”

“A more united Europe 
without compromising or 
negotiating our values is 

my hope
”
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Moreover, we need more women in 
decision-making positions. I know 
that some are in favour of using 
quotas while others are not. I am 
in favour of quotas when we first 
consider education, qualifications 
and ability and, when we have 
comparable candidates in these 
regards, we give priority to the 
underrepresented gender.

Violence against women is also an 
issue we need to urgently tackle. I 
am not only talking about domestic 
violence, which has increased 
at an alarming rate during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, but also 
about violence that takes place 
online. There is a negative trend of 
attacking female journalists, female 
politicians, female representatives 
of NGOs, and so on. Women who 
make themselves heard on topics 
with significant public interest 
are often immediately harassed. 
The European Commission 
wants to propose a legislation 
to decrease this type of violence 
and to implement the necessary 
punishments.

The end of the year is always 
a good moment to reflect on 
what’s to come. What are your 
own personal hopes for Europe’s 
future, 5-10 years from now?

I wish Europe to be more united and 
stronger with regard to the rest of 
the world. The only way to achieve 
this is to be and stay united. I think 
there is a reason why the European 
Union was able to transform itself 
from a community centred around 
the single market to a union which 
is more like a family with shared 
values.

However, I would like to witness 
more common understanding of 
this, starting with the question 
which values connect us. At the 
moment, we are in a crisis when it 
comes to rule of law and democratic 
processes,

“I believe this century 
will be the century 

of women
”

and the low trust people have in 
democratic institutions continues 
to be a serious issue. There have 
also been attacks on minorities, and 
people’s fundamental rights have 
been under threat.

Simply put, I believe that by being 
stronger on these issues, the 
European Union will be stronger 
as a whole and can become a more 
effective partner for the democratic 
allies across the world. In an 
interconnected world, we need to 
lead by example.

A more united Europe without 
compromising or negotiating our 
values is my hope.
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Meet our leaders
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An exclusive interview series, Meet our Leaders 
launched in spring 2020 gives our member party 
leaders the opportunity to share their perspective 
on some of the most topical issues in Europe and 
also provides interesting personal insights. Below 
is an overview of leaders interviewed by mid-
November 2021 – we will continue the series in 
2022, so stay tuned!

To view the already published interviews, 
scan the QR code or visit 
aldeparty.eu/meetourleaders

Goran Milevski
Liberal Democratic Party

Dalibor Paus 
IDS



We asked, 
you answered
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BREAKDOWN OF MEMBERSHIP: 
FOR HOW LONG HAVE YOU BEEN AN INDIVIDUAL MEMBER?

1-5 years
50.40%

1 year
12.40%

Less than
1 year
16.80%

5+ years
20.40%

If you’re not yet a member or an associate, find out why you should join at 

       aldeparty.eu/become_a_member  
       aldeparty.eu/become_a_liberal_associate AIM

FOR EUROPE

Having reached their 10-year anniversary milestone  earlier this year, the ALDE Party Secretariat 
launched a survey for Individual Members and Liberal Associates in August 2021 to gather feedback 
and ideas for the future of the programmes in the years to come.

Over 200 participants took the time to complete the survey, with some of the questions and answers 
summarised below. 

What are the best features of our programmes? Find out in the visuals below!  

In case you have questions, don’t hesitate to reach out to the ALDE Party Engagement Unit at 

individual.members@aldeparty.eu
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86.70%

53.10%

41.60%

36.30%

36.30%

31.90%

25.70%

25.70%

17.70%

16.80%

15.90%

Belonging to a pan-European liberal party

Event invites, including annual Congress

Having your say in political resolutions around ALDE Party Congress

Invitations to trainings and workshops

Sharing ALDE Party campaigns and signing petitions

Early access to ALDE Party content

Joining online communities

Receiving a membership card

Participating in events from local national party

Receiving ALDE Party merchandise

Standing in elections to be council/congress delegate

What is your favourite part of the AIM programme?

TOP 3 SUGGESTIONS FOR IMPROVING THE INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP/
LIBERAL ASSOCIATE PROGRAMMES

Holding new elections

Improving Liberal Associates programme

Improving connectivity with members/organising more engaging events & debates

useful Diplomacy EUPositiveExperience

Feeling
InvolvedInformative source informed

forward

Individual

networking

openness connection views

love

Encouraging

solidary

European

future 
oriented

liberalism

WORD CLOUD OF ALL SURVEY ANSWERS
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“The EU was an old 
liberal dream, and 

liberals were at the heart 
of its creation

”

175 years of 
Belgian liberalism

EL: In the 19th century, it was 
liberals who founded the Belgian 
National Bank and the Crédit 
Communal and who heavily 
invested in infrastructure, such as 
railways. These steps made our 
country a major industrial player. 
In the 20th and 21st centuries, we 
have never stopped fighting for 
free enterprise, low taxes and easy 
access to the labour market, all of 
which form the foundation of a 
prosperous economy. 

Now, 175 years after the birth of 
the Belgian liberal movement, we 
can also proudly say that we are 
the ones who freed our education 
system from the influence of the 
church. We have always fought 
against fascism, extremism, and 
populism, and were one of the key 
contributors to our modern social 
security in Belgium.

And what does this fight for 
freedoms mean to you?

GLB: These liberal battles for 
the freedom of conscience, of 
expression, of association, of 
education, of religion, of sexual 
orientation, of enterprise as well as 
political freedom,  

The Belgian liberal parties 
Mouvement Réformateur (MR) 
and Open Vld are celebrating 
their 175th anniversary this year. 
In this interview, party leaders 
Georges-Louis Bouchez (MR) 
and Egbert Lachaert (Open Vld) 
give an insight into the history 
and future of one of the oldest 
political parties in continental 
Europe. 175 years on, they 
continue to fight for the liberal 
cause with the same enthusiasm 
and passion as ever!

Georges-Louis Bouchez, Egbert 
Lachaert, what does 175 years 
of liberalism mean for Belgium?

GLB: First of all, it’s important to 
stress that liberals played a decisive 
role in the creation of the Belgian 
State and in the evolution that 
made our country prosperous: our 
Constitution from 1830 was widely 
regarded as ‘the most liberal in the 
world’ at the time and, on the eve 
of the First World War, Belgium was 
the fifth industrial power in the 
world. This situation is the result of 
the historical battles that liberals 
have fought to achieve freedom 
and progress.  

free trade and the freedom to die 
with dignity are all battles that have 
led to the expansion of individual 
freedoms for citizens in Belgium 
and abroad.  

EL: Yes, as liberals we can be proud 
of this heritage. But we cannot 
stop here. Today, more than ever, 
we continue to fight to reduce 
the tax burden on the middle and 
working classes, thus rewarding 
work more. The institutions of our 
complex, federal country must also 
be enhanced. We liberals believe in 
merit, social mobility, and are strong 
advocates of equal opportunity and 
fair access to the labour market.

What about the European 
Union, how important is it for 
Belgian liberals?

GLB: The EU was an old liberal 
dream, and liberals were at the 
heart of its creation. The EU is first



not only mobilising all Europeans 
but also the determination of young 
people, who must be given the 
tools to transform their enthusiasm 
and vision into action, with energy 
and intelligence. 

Linked to this, we need to focus 
on creating economic growth by 
putting full emphasis on science 
and technological innovations such 
as sustainable energy production, 
more efficient agriculture and zero 
emission transport. Technology is 
evolving rapidly, and it is only by 
investing in it that we will be able 
to tackle our present challenges. 
Forward-looking research and 
development and innovation 
policies will play a key role in 
enabling the EU and its Member 
States to make the most out of the 
green transition. And we shouldn’t 
forget the importance of ambitious 
and inspiring European projects!

and foremost the realisation of a set 
of values and a common heritage, 
fully enshrined in our liberal 
thinking. Guaranteeing peace and 
prosperity, the EU is an important 
safeguard against the attacks on 
the rule of law.

EL: Liberals want to be the driving 
force for a new European dynamism! 
We want a European economy 
that is open to the world and that 
provides growth opportunities to 
all sectors. 

As for the challenges that we face 
today, we believe in the need for a 
strong EU industrial policy. We want 
a global industrial strategy with a 
clear action plan. Such a policy is 
key for implementing the EU’s new 
growth and job strategy as well as 
the Green Deal. We must also make 
the EU more resilient when faced 
with future crises. 

GLB: Europe is also the right 
level to set exciting objectives for 
our youth. It is our duty to pass 
on a liveable planet to future 
generations. However, we are faced 
with an environmental challenge 
that requires
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‘Our member parties have the floor’ is 
a regular series in which we give the 

opportunity to ALDE members across 
Europe to share their perspectives. 
If you have suggestions on which 

member parties you would like to see 
featured next, please contact us at 
communication@aldeparty.eu 
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“Liberals want to be the 
driving force for a new 

European dynamism
”

@GLBouchez

@egbertlachaert

Photos from the 175-year anniversary 
celebration that the two parties hosted 
in collaboration with ALDE Party in 
October
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Movers & Shakers

In October 2021, Ondřej Babka (ANO 2011) was elected 
to the Czech Parliament, becoming the youngest elected 
member of the new Chamber of Deputies. Babka has been 
involved in politics for almost a decade, with a track record 
in local and national politics. To actively communicate with 
mayors, experts and citizens, he has opened a parliamentary 
office in Prachatice. 

Edin Forto (Naša Stranka), currently Prime Minister of 
Canton Sarajevo in Bosnia and Herzegovina, was elected 
overwhelmingly as new leader of his party in September 
2021. In this role, he aims to lead the fight against 
discrimination based on gender, sexual orientation, religion 
and class, and ensure equal rights for all citizens. 

Following September’s parliamentary elections in Norway, 
Guri Melby (Venstre) led the party to success in her first 
national election since becoming party leader in 2020. Not 
only did Venstre pass the threshold to enter parliament for 
the third consecutive national election but the party also 
held their eight mandates in the Norwegian Stortinget. 

Following her re-election as Member of the German 
Bundestag in September 2021, Bettina Stark-Watzinger 
(FDP) took on a leading role as one of the head negotiators 
for the party during government coalition negotiations. 
Since January 2020, she has managed the FDP Parliamentary 
Group in the Bundestag and was this year elected chair of 
the FDP in Hesse, Germany. 

Elected to the Dutch House of Representatives for the first 
time in March 2021, Queeny Rajkowski (VVD) is passionate 
about increasing diversity in politics through women’s 
representation, LGBTQIA+ equality and anti-discrimination. 
As one of the youngest Members of Parliament in the 
Netherlands and the first of Polish descent, she aims to 
further “liberalism that works for people”. 

Dmitry Muratov (Yabloko), editor-in-chief of Novaya 
Gazeta, was awarded the 2021 Nobel Peace Prize for his 
efforts to safeguard freedom of expression. Despite facing 
harassment, threats, violence and six Novaya Gazeta 
journalists killed for doing their job, Muratov has upheld the 
paper’s journalistic independence and continued to cover 
power and human rights abuses and corruption cases. 

Bettina Stark-Watzinger@starkwatzinger

Guri Melby @gurimelby Dmitry Muratov@novaya_gazeta

Edin Forto@EdinForto OndrejBabka

@QueenyRajQueeny Rajkowski

These profiles are an editor’s pick of some our liberal movers and shakers. Have a great profile in mind? 
Feel free to submit your proposal at  communication@aldeparty.eu ahead of the next issue to be published by the end of 2021.

To view all our liberal profiles, visit  www.aldeparty.eu/leadership 
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Ondřej Babka
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Get LIBERAL 
NEWS STRAIGHT 
TO YOUR INBOX

Liberal Insider -
Your weekly liberal round-up

Our Wednesday newsletter has for years been the go-to source of information for European liberals. 
Make sure you don’t miss out on this weekly liberal round-up that brings together: 

      insights into the activities of ALDE Party members inside and outside of the European Union
      key electoral recaps 
      news from Renew Europe Group, Renew Europe CoR and other key partners
      information for our Individual Members and Liberal Associates
      and other updates relevant to our liberal readers!

Questions? Suggestions? You can reach our editorial team 
at communication@aldeparty.eu
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Ready to subscribe?
SCAN THE QR CODE

Go beyond being an insider: 
WHY YOU NEED LIBERAL INSIDER PRO 

Policy professionals are busy people, running around collecting the latest EU information. 
And what about those who need to individually monitor all 27 member states to gather 
the information relevant to their business? This is not easy, and the headache is real!

That’s why we set up Liberal Insider PRO – the newsletter that collects liberal news from around Europe 
in one place so that you don’t have to do the legwork. With our exclusive monthly newsletter you can expect:

      insider insights into the work of ALDE Party Commissioners, MEPs, national politicians & member parties
      updates and interviews from our flagship Alliance Of Her programme
      invitations to and updates on our stakeholder series events 
      and much more!

Want to know more? Get in touch with our team 
at liberalinsider@aldeparty.eu

Ready to subscribe?
SCAN THE QR CODE
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